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Art Unit 



StatUS Pa ' en ' ,efm adiUS ' men '- 37 «^*SF ma 9 °' ' hiS COmmUnication - e ™ iHimelym^ m ^y r^ucelny ) - 

1)D Responsive to communication® filed on 

2a)D This action is FINAL oh\n T >.;„ 

2b )U This action is non-final 

4) E Claim(s) ±59 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is /are withdrawn from consideration 

5) U Claim(s) j s /are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) , s /are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

JS^SSJ* are subJect 10 resMc "° n ar " ion * 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
1 0D Th* drawls) filed on ___ is /are: a) D accepted or b)Q objected to by ^ 

1 1>n Th/n " T reqU6St ° bjeCti0n t0 ^ bS held in See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is - a)!"! annmvpri M n w 

if - ' LJ a PP rove d b)U disapproved bv the Examine 

.f approved, corrected dra^ngs are required in rep.y to this Office action 
12)U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1.D Certified copies ofthepnonty documents have been received 

20 Certified copies o, ,ho pnonty documents nave been received in Appiication No 

140 Ac k ' ,T ' a " ed °"" aC "°" "" ' °" he <3*ffl2i received. 
14)aAcknowledgmentismadeofaclaim/ordomestio P riorttyunder35USC S 1,».W„ •• , 

WA^feS^^^^^ 
Attachment,*, ™ f ° rdomest,c P™* under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) r-i 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 2 H ^ mmary (PT0 " 41 3) Pa P er No ( s )- 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Pacer NoL H N ° tlC6 ° f ,nf0rTTla, Patent A PP^on (PTO-152) 
H * ' 6 ) LI Other: 



5 - Pate «t and Irademark Office " 
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Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-15 and 45-59, drawn to methods of selecting probes for gene expression 
monitoring and computer software products therefore, classified in class 702, 
subclass 19. 

II. Claims 16-44, drawn to methods of predicting hybridization to a target sequence 
and computer software products therefore, classified in class 702, subclass 20. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Each of inventions I and II are separate and distinct as they are differing methods having 
differing steps, leading to differing goals. Each uses differing information to answer differing 
question, Each appear to be able to be practiced without the other. As such, the inventions are 
separate and distinct and would pose an undue burden upon the examiner if not restricted. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

^^^^^T^ °\ e f er Com «ions from the examiner 
directed to Mary K Zeman whose telephone number is (703) 305-7133. 

superviso^MXr^nJ ^T^T* by teIeph ° De m unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Woodward, can be reached at (703) 308-4028. 
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Official fa* ; numbers for this Art Unit are: (703) 308-4242, (703) 872-9306 An 
»/fax number, direct to the Exammer is (703) L 5279. PlLeU p^rtot of this 

should ^^to^^T n ? re,ath ? t0 ^ StatUS ° f thiS applicati0n 0r P roceed -S 
snouia oe directed to the TC1600 Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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